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constant for about twenty-six days after the Arabian
had first discovered it, and the wise men differing
very much in their accounts of it, their judgment
had increased the king's curiosity very much; be-
sides, the Arabian southsayer had notice given him,
that he would receive a summons or order to come
to the king's palace upon the same occasion.

Being thus, as is said, extremely puzzled with this
affair, and believing perhaps that he should do no
more when he came to the king, than discover his
ignorance, as the rest of the southsayers and the
magicians had done, he was very uneasy, and re-
solved to retire into Ethiopia for some time, till the
Inquiry might be over; and as he was not sent for
to the king when the rest of the magicians were, it
would be no impeachment of his fame, that he was
gone abroad for some time.

One day, while this public uneasiness lasted, as
he was walking towards his usual observatory as
above, there joined him a grave and venerable old
man, who saluting him with the usual blessing of
the times, and in the Arabic tongue, falls into dis-
course with him upon divers subjects, such as seemed
to show that the stranger was, like himself, an in-
quirer after knowledge. Among the rest of their
discourse, the Arabian particularly gave the stranger
an account of the late appearance which he had seen,
as above.

They walked together till they came to the foot
of a gently rising mount, on the top of which the
Arabian had erected for himself a little hut, or bower
of palm-tree leaves; here the stranger seeing him
ready to go up to the hill, offered to take his leave,
but he entreated him to go up to his observatory,
as he called it, with him, and to stay with him that
night, that he might show him the said appearance,
and that in the morning he should go whither he
pleased.